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1. Existing Situation
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Source: Bing maps

— Site = Rjver Bollin Railway Line

*  Landscape Character Type : Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain (61).

+ Site is within the river bollin valley and was probably farmed from approximately the Saxon period.
+  Site is not within any conservation areas or areas of statutory/non-statutory protection.

+ No listed buildings or ancient monuments within site boundary.

* Grade | listed buildings adjacent to site, St Bartholomew’s church.

+ Grade II* listed building to west of site Pownell Hall.

* Nature reserve (SSSI) located south west of site - Lindow Common.

+ North of the site National Trust Property - Quarry Bank.

+ Former farming village. Grew significantly with advent of railway.

+ There are five conservation areas close to the site: St Bartholomew’s Conservation Area, Styal Conservation Area, Hawthorn Lane

Conservation Area, Bollin Hill Conservation Area, and Highfield Conservation Area.
+ The Carrsis part of an important ‘Green Corridor’ connecting Wilmslow Park to Quarry Bank



2. Site Context
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Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan Explains the importance of green links and sets out the intentions to stregthen these links through Wilmslow.
The Carrs sit between two valuble green spaces; Wilmslow Park and Quarry Bank (Natioan! Trust). As part of this scheme we hope to identify oppotunities to improve and conserve green links and where appropiate
create new robust connections, for example safe crossing points to connect existing public rights of way and cycleways.

For further information see Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan 2019: Policy NE3; Green Links.
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3. Design Brief:

Master Plan:

The aim of the proposed master plan will be to draw up a long term programme of
improvement works which will sensitively enhance the site. A series of careful appraisals,
site and desk top analysis, consultations with environmental specialists, key stake holders,
user groups and the general public will be used to develop an informed, achievable and
exciting long term plan for the site. The plan will act as an outline rather than a blue
print to allow for future revisions as influences such as environmental change and user
requirements develop.

Planting: A key objective will be to increase, enhance and where appropriate develop new
habitats within the site. This will in turn improve biodiversity and establish the site as a
strong and vibrant green corridor which is accessible to the public. To achieve this, careful
and selective management will be required to the existing plant structure including tree
works. This would be done alongside consultation with environmental consultants and tree
officers. Any additional planting proposed for the site will be sensitively selected based on
its value, appropriateness and likely hood to thrive. Some new planting will need to be
protected while it becomes established and this will be allowed for in the planning.

Materiality: To further enhance the site a clear simple palette of good quality materials,
equipment and furniture will be developed to give the site cohesiveness and strengthen
site identity.

The sites locality will be used to inform this palette. Natural ethically sourced materials
such as timber and stone will Wherever financially and ethically possible locally sourced
materials and suppliers will be used.

Key objectives:

+  Create greater accessibility to all user groups.

+  Promote inclusivity and community engagement,

+  Identify opportunities to conserve and develop existing or create new habitats.

+  Flood plain management strategy.

+  Embankment improvements - stabilisation and marginal planting.

«  Actively increase and develop the sites green structure through new planting and
management of existing shrub, marginal and tree planting.

+  Support key stakeholders/user groups/Friends of the Carrs.

+ Develop site access for all user groups, this would include access to the river and
developed habitats within the scheme.

+  Significantly improve quality of play and play opportunities within the site.

+  Review of site facilities - toilets, parking, play, cafe.

+  Better connect our enhanced greenspace and section of the Bollin Valley beyond
the park to enhance and strengthen the green corridor that connects the park to the
National Trust's Quarry Bank Estate,

+ Make use of digital formats to create an information hub for the Carrs.

+  Strengthen site identity.

Preserve and enhance an important local asset - Image The Carrs Circa 1930

Encouraging wildlife and improved ecology on site.




4. Historic Review:

1874
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Notes:

1874

1898

Strong agricultural pattern to area, Wilmslow
village showing its historic medieval pattern of long
narrow plots along a central street.

The Pownall Hall Estate, Wilmslow Grange (now
housing) and Hawthorn Hall can be seen clearly.
Lindow Common indicated as Green Lake.

Carr Mill (silk manufacturing) is indicated in the River
Bollin basin, now The Carrs.

Carr Wood is clearly visible on the existing western
edge of the site.

A school is indicated on the site of the existing car
park at the sites eastern entrance.

Clear urban growth to Wilmslow village spreading
South of the Carrs.

Small Chapel indicated in Carr Wood, part of the
Pownall Hall Estate.

Footpath indicated from southern end of site leading
to bridge at the North of the site.

Field pattern has changed to larger fields with less
boundaries.

Field numbers indicate the Carrs is still being farmed.

Continued urban growth to South of the site.
Carr Mill (within the site) changed to laundry.
Pownall Hall Chapel in Carr VWood now disused.
Little change too map information within the site
boundary.

1898

1936

Significant residential development to the East,
South and West of the site.

Carr Mill no longer indicated, records show it
was lost to fire.

School still operating off eastern entrance of site.
Boddington playing fields shown at eastern end
of site.

Two bowling greens established at southern
entrance of site.

Sandpit opened at northern point of site.
Extensive widening and establishment of Road
network.

School at eastern entrance now a hall and car
park.

Miniature golf course and tennis courts shown

on southern boundary.

Continued urban growth around the site, forming
clear boundaries to the Carrs.

Pownall Hall now shown as a school.

Wilmslow Grange demolished for housing estate.
Car park established at North entrance to site.
Footpath through Carr Wood indicated.

1909

1936

1971-89




5. Historic Images

Quarry Bank

e Carrs Bridge, Circa 1910 - The Carrs Pownall Hall - 1910 Carrs Mill Cottages Circa 1930 - The Carrs

Carrs Silk Mill Walk - 1975 Disused chapel Carrs Wood - Date unknown
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1975 Jubilee Celebrations - The Carrs

Carrs Silk Mill - date unknown

St Bartholmew’s Church

Tennis Courts Circa 1950-59 - The Carrs
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6. Site Images
1975 Jubilee Celebrations - The Carrs

Quarry Bank
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St Bartholmew’s Church
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Quarry Bank

Disused chapel
neglected. Unknown

and difficult to
access.
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Upper woodland walk.
Footpaths require upgrade,
access poor, not well
signposted or visable within
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7. Landscape Analysis:

Informal Parkland footpath
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Picnic Area unattractive.
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Skate park small, well used.
@ Under used space/users

unaware it is there.

Play equipment requires
improvement.

Play area requires
improvement.

Entrance could be
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site and accessibility.
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8. Site Analysis: Landscape Character Areas

Quarry Bank
Deciduous Woodland

Deciduous woodlands contain trees with broad leaves, such as oak, beech and elm. They occur in places with high rainfall, warm
summers and cooler winters and lose their leaves in winter.

9’6/ Broad-leaved Woodland
s ,?o Broad-leaved woodland is characterised by trees which do not have needles. Their leaves are broad and vary in shape, and most of
2 them are deciduous. They are best adapted to conditions in most of the UK, and the pattern of losing and gaining leaves allows for the
woodland floor and understorey to be just as varied as the canopy.

Scrub/grass land

Scrub can be very valuable for a wide range of wildlife, providing a continued source of nectar, fruits, seeds, shelter, breeding and roosting
sites. A stand of scrub with varied plant species, age and structure will support a great variety of species. By ensuring that scrub — the
transitory stage between open habitats such as grassland and closed canopy woodland - is part of your habitat mosaic you will be
providing food and shelter for invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, mammals and birds.

Parkland
Open grassy land with scattered groups of trees. Usually for public recreation. Parklands were historically associated with large private
estates. During the Victorian era public parks were popularized.

Marshland

A marsh is a wetland that is dominated by herbaceous rather than woody plant species. Marshes can often be found at the edges of lakes
and streams, where they form a transition between the aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems. They are often dominated by grasses, rushes
or reeds. If woody plants are present they tend to be low-growing shrubs, and then sometimes called carrs. This form of vegetation is
what differentiates marshes from other types of wetland such as swamps, which are dominated by trees, and mires, which are wetlands
that have accumulated deposits of acidic peat.

Flood Plain (Potential wet woodland)

Wet woodland is characterised by trees such as willows, birches and alder that thrive in poorly drained or seasonally flooded soils, such
as in fens and bogs, pond and lakesides, river banks, and flushed hillsides. Wet woodland can, however, be quite varied in structure. Wet
woodland known as “carr” is often low-canopied, with willow and alder growing over a bulky ground layer of plants such as royal fern,
yellow flag and meadowsweet.

River Corridor
Approximate margin of land either side of river, required to allow natural flow adjustment/erosion and marginal planting.

" Decidious Woodland
- Broadleaved Woodland

Young woodland

| Scrub/grass land
. Parkland

Amenities

| Marshland
| Flood Plain (potential wet woodland)

River Corridor

St Bartholmew’s Church
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9.

Transport And Wider Links

Quarry Bank \

—— Site

Bridleway (cycleway)

s ootpaths (PROWVs)
For further information on cycling stategy refer to Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan 2019 : page 137.
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® @ e 00 00 Proposed cycleway

St Bartholmew’s Church
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Quarry Bank 10. Landscape Masterplan (sketch):

Continued expansion of
Coffee concession, wildlife corridor
refreshments and public

toilets. Close pedestrian

access as da}ngerous Site boundary @ Relocated kick about.
crossing point

Parkland footpath: Informal @ Picnic areas with accessible tables.
footpath to be surfaced making
it more accessible. Carrs wood walk
Entrance enhancements.
General location Works to include cutting back - * Primary footpath
for proposed Black Z}‘% shrubs and low growth.
Poplar tree planting '?°‘9<7 Introduce appropriate signage. N ’ Secondary footpath

Outdoor learning area
Retain as flexible open space
Crown lift large parkland trees for informal use and events.

to improve long views.
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Identified stopping points: Tree canopy
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and ecology, historic refrences,
picnic tables, seating to
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interventions. Engagement Space

Old mill track. Parkland
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11. Entrance sketch proposal:

gy

Existing layout

Proposed layout : draw at 1:200 @ A1.

The Carrs, Wilmslow
Landscape Development Package

Boddington commorative gate
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